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dplatz — Erinnerung an Essener Juden

Seit gestern um 11.25 Uhr gehdrt der Name Wiener Platz zur Stadtgeschichte. In einer Feierstunde, an der mehrere Mitglieder der

ehemaligen Essener Familie Hirschland tei
wie die WAZ bereits austihriich berichtet
den Schrecken der Nazi-Zeit litten, gene

Hirschland, der von seiner
Frau und seinem Sohn begleitet
wurde, betonte weiter, daf3 trotz
der Vergangenheit ,wir alle zu-
sammen an die Zukunft denken
massen.” Es sei angebracht, von
der Vergangenheit zu lassen
und nicht weiter unter ihr zu
leiden. Hirschland: ,Deutsch-
land ist mein Vaterland und
wird es immer bleiben. Genau
s0 wie Essen immer die Stadt
meiner Vater bleibt.* Gegen-
tber der WAZ erklirte er: , Wir
sollten uns bemuhen. auch an
die vielen nichtjiidischen Opfer
in der Zeit von 1333 bis 1845 zu
cenkxen.”

Oberburgermeister Peter
Reuschenbach meinte: . Dies ist
ein Tag des spaten Dankes und
cer Erinnerung an all das, was
so viele Essener Juden iiber ein
ganzen Jahrhundert hinweg zur
sozialen, kinstlerischen und
wirtschaftlichen Entwicklung
unserer Stadt beigetragen ha-
ben. Ohne ihre jidischen Bir-
ger und deren Biirgersinn wire
unsere Stadt sehr viel drmer. Ich
boZfe sehr, dal die Nachwachs-
encen zunehmend erfahren
und begreifen, wie stark und
vieifaltig der Beitrag der judi-
schen Burger zur Entwicklung
Essens war.*

Der OB zitierte in seiner Rede
einen Brief von Charles Han-
sam. Cer frither Karl Hirschland
hied und heute in England lebt:
Die Umbenennung des Platzes
ist nacrlich eine Ehre. Aber fur

Inahmen, wurde der Wiener in »Hirschlandplatz“
e - eine herausragende jidische Familie im besond
rell. Mit bewegten Worten kommentierte Paul Mich
kiers Kurt Martin Hirschland, die Umbenennung. Der Bankier, der in New York lebt und ame
frerung an das bekannte Kennedy-Wort: . Ich bin und blsibe ein Essener,
grofe Ehre, daB dieser Platz den Namen Hirschiand bekommt. So ist d

umbenannt. Die Stadt Essen ehrte damit -
eren und die Essener Juden, die unter
ael Hirschiand (71), Sohn des Essener Ban-
rikanischer Staatsbiirger ist, meinte in Erin-
und ich bin stolz darauf. Es ist {iir mich und meine Familie eine
er heutige Tag einer der gréBten Momente in meinem Leben."

FEIERLICHE NAMENSANDERUNG: Der Wiener Platz heift sait gestern Hirschlandpiatz.

mich sind die Erinnerungen so
schwer, daB ich nicht weil, wie
ich mich verhalten wiirde. Ei-
nes Tages werde ich anonym
nach Essen kommen und mir
den Hirschlandplatz ansehen”

Frits Hirschland aus Holland
wies auf die grausamen Ereig-
nisse im ,Dritten Reich” hin
und sprach vom Antisemitis-
mus als einer christlichen E;-
scheinung” seil Jahrhunderten.

Das Geschehene durfe nich:
vergesen werden, damit es sict
nicht wiederhole. Er selbst aber
seistolz, dab er und seine Fami-
lie nun auf dem Hirschland-
platz stunden. Ma
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Droschkenort

Donnerstag erhilt er einen neuen Namen: Hirschland

WiehieB der Wiener Platz eigantiich triher? Die Frage haban in diesen Tagen viels gestelit. Er war
einnamenloser Platz. Auf seinem Gelarde stand das Kloster BMV. Als das Kloster nach Holsterhau-
senindie BardelebenstraBe umgesiedelt worden war, vurde das Gebiude abgebrochen, £s war die
Zeit, in denen nationalsozialistische Stacteplanung ,Luft in die Stadte” bringen wolite: das hied:
mehr Piatze als Kundgebungsorte, aber auch als Parkplitze der aufkommenden Moatorigiprungszeit.

Aufdiesem Platz, Cer kurz nach 1933 entstand, parkten Autodroschken. Bis 1938 hatte er kginen
Nav;em Als Osterreich als sogenannte .Ostmark heim ins Raich geholt™ worden war meinten die
:'457:5, ciesen Ort zur Enre Osterreich JWiener Platz” nennen zu missen. Diacs hra. Jargangs
neit des Platzee in der innenstadt war in Vergessenheit geraten. Das Bild entstandin Z\urust 19
Im Bildmittelpunkt eine Uberraschends Ansicht des Staditheaters. ’ :

Am7. Mérz um 11 Uhr wird dieser Platz den Namen Hirschland erhalten. Zum erstenmal wird da-
mit eine OrtsbezeiChnung in Essen nach Essener Juden benannt. Der Name Hirschiang soll tlr das
Sch Ober die Essener Familie Bericht ays der 6. Seite

Ve A Al

34,

Schicksal aller Essener Juden in Esser stehen.
uber der Uberschrift . Strumptweber, Metzger, Bankierv, °
(slehe Quintessenz ,.Der Platz")
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Lotte Carter, nee Hirscklsna

1286 Pennington Road
Teaneck, N.J, 07666

September 20.th 1983

The following is a short family history:

We are the children of :

Hugo Hirschland, born 8, Jume 1880 in Steinheim
died 6. February 1923 in Duesseldorf

arnd his wife Zrme Pintus, born 14, July 1892 in Aachen
died 23.rd of November 1962 in New York
Our parents were married om the 10.th Of May 1914

Therﬁwere thtee children, all born at Fisher Strasse 55 » Duesseldorf:

Franz Josef Hirschland gek born 28. of Jure 1815
Lotte Hirschlanrd, geboren 5, of March 1917
Wwerner Hirschland, born 22. of April 1919

Our father was, like his father Josef , trading in grain and feed,
He apprenticed for several years, and then opened his own firm of
im wholesale trade od grain and feed 2t the Grabem Strasse in Duessel-
dorf. He was associated with Kleestzadt and Stern ,» after the First
World War his brother Siegfried, who was two Years older and had traine
in the same field, joimed him . Together they founded the firm
"Hirschland, Kleestadt & Stern, Getmwide und Futtermittel en gros"
This firm together with their brother Gustav and Salli, who had
established a Metal Firm built the office building ag Harold Strasse 3,
which was completed after our father's death, 1Q°°dau”lﬂ/
The survi ing partner our uncle 3ieffried shared the
firm with our mother, who was regarded as a "silent partaer", i,e,
entitled to all benfits, according to the agreement made by out fzther,
Also, Siegfried Hirschlamd had been appointed as our official guardian,

After seven years of widowhood, our mother decided +to remarry, after
having met Armold . lexander,



Arnold Alexander, born 28, of February 1899 in Werther, died 8.!ay 1945.
Our mother and Arnold Alexander were married on 15¥“of December 1929
This was the first marriage for Mr. Alexander, who had contracted

damage of his lungs whejyon actve military service during the firdt Worlg
War and had to spend several years in Davos-3witzerland, the only known
cure at that time., He therfore contemplated marrxaétféédgL%%gz he felt
sufficiently recovered., Arnold Alexander was the co-Owner of Gebrueder
Alexander Herrenkleidung, in Essen, a retail department store for men's
wear.He also was a partner in other undertakings, one of them ERWGE, a

5 and Dime sort of store in Gelsenkirchen.

Being the head of a new family, our stepfather showed great
enthusiasm for hi® new responsibilities, I distinctly remember his wish
to be included in the Alexander family, regarding 211 aunts and unmcles
and cousins as our own, There was z legal step taken, and our mother was

relieved of her partnership in our father's business, all her shares

paid out to her, subsequently invested in the Gebrueder Alexander Co.
in &ssen, Also, the court was petitioned to transfer guardisnship for
us three Hirschlands to our mother and stepfather,

As is obvious in our Grandfather's Will, Mr, Moritz Pintes,

deep concern trébled him about future rights, ard he thus obtained the
assurance from Arnold Alexander,that he will always regard the children

as his owa , this was dated about the year 1930.

When Fitler came to power in 1933, it became obvious, that
lives and business of jews were doomed.Franz Josef was sent to France,
first to undergo agricultural training, laterbn to run a soft-cheese

faetory. In 1935 Manfred Herpe comvinced our stepfather, th-{t he possesse?
patent and training to run a cheese factory ard thet he was well able to
establish a factory together with Franz Josef and another associate

Heinz Seligmann. A sizable amournt of cash, about ome third of all assets
was takemn out of the business to transfer to France. This of course had

to be done secretly, simnce the Nazis did not allow jews to transfer

money to other countries. this also made it impossible for years to come
to presemnt books or ledgers for auditing,which would have been necessary

for legal transfers, escape or emigratiom taxes later on. Thus, none of
us could take out more tham RM 10.- when leavimg Germany. ixcepting for
RM 5.000.~ which was kept merely im trust , a legaey from Our late father
This could mot be included imto the Alexander funds, thus Wermer and
lotte received this when residing in Israelr Gut ko weote !



The Yaris venture ended in total bankruptey due to agronomie laws,

which made marketing of cheeses devoid of butterfat illegal, The failure
wag devaststing in many ways. It also came to serious discourse between
Arnold Alexander and his 20 year old stepson, who was no doubt unprepared
for responsibilities of this sort. Franmz Josef emigrated to Brazil in
1936, facing a life of great hardship for many years.

Werner emigrated with the Youth Aliyah to Israel, lived at kwutzat Geva
then at Ramat Saroma. He had prepared im Germany in%gricultural training,
and had Yo leave home when 1%x only 16 years old.
lotte left Germeny at age 1 9, and emigrated to palestine-Israel in april
1936, Having prepared the immigration as a"skilled agricultural worker "
as stipulated by the British authorities, through Hachsharah in

the horticultural and gardening field, she entered Kwuzath Maayan

near Rechovoth when it was at the beginning stages. Due to anms attack

of rheumatoid arthritis a change was necessary and with the Parents
assistance, as far as possible, she started training in Physiotherapy

in Jerusalem,

During those years, our parentshried to emigrate to Israel, but due %o
the impossibility to obtain LP 1,000.- which would have qualified them
for am immigration vis a , Lotte enlisted the help of a Jerusalem attor-

ney, all was in vain, Our pareats semt all household goods, as allowed
by the Nazis, out of Germany. This presented a new problem, simce no

storage was available in Lotte's furnished room,and storage was then
arranged at a friends home.
Matters got worse in Bermany, and at the time of the
Kristallmacht, November '39 all male Jews were areested and Jailed,so
was our stepfather, After his releasse, our parents fled over the border
into Belgium, ﬁ%%% ;ggfbf the Hirschlands had escaped to .Our parents
took with them the few items left and managed to have some trunks shipped
The years in Belgium were hard,our rerents tried to earn a living as best
they could and waited for a visa to the USA or to Israel, Neither one
got there in time. In May 1940 the Germans marched into Belgium, and
a2ll contact with them was curtailed for the duration of the war, excep-
ting an oceasional Red Cross card.
411 Nazi methods were promptly started in Belgium and
jews deported.Our mother told me, that once when at a grocery store ,
the good grocer addressed her, saying, that they were to report to a cer-
tain Bamk in Brussels and ask for Mr. de Mulder Vermenlon Fallawiwe hie



orders, they met M. de Mulder, who told them, that they were to report
without delay to his wife at home. They were hidden there am d had to stay
in the attic . Occasionally our stepfather chanced getting out., So it was
on a day in 1942, when our mother pleaded with him not to do so.
Unfortunately, the Nazis had cordoned off some areas, were rounding up all
jews they could find, and so captured our step father, who was never seen
again. Mother received one Red Cross card from him statimg that he was on
a"transport".No doubt his untmely death was caused by this action,

During my years in Jerusalem, inmumerable letters were
received from our stepfather, who was deeply concermed about the future,
also the possibility,that he might not survive .He repeatedly send
statements of fimancial mature to me,saying he wanted me te kmow where his
funds and assats were and who could assist us to recover them, should the

need arise, During the war years I married, left Jerusalem in 1942

to move to Egypt, where our daughter Zdma was borm in 1945, The following
year, after war had ended, Paul Kantorowitz, later Carter, was discharged
from the British Royal Air Force, we prepared to emigrate to the United
States, Contact with mother had been reestablished, who was in poor conditi-
on after the years of hiding, in Brussels. Mother plamned to emigﬁate to

the US4 too. 3ince mother was without fumnds, ours were mimimal, Paul left
for Jerusalem on his furlough, discarded all letters,including those men-
tione¢d sbove, all books, sold most belomgings, since there were mo funds for
transport of them, and managed to obtain some cash, which we handed mother
on her arrival to the Stated, enablimg her to obtain a few modest necessitie.

Many years later, when there was a2 way to claim one's
property in Germasy, mother =pplied for her widows sharekrom h er husbands

estate, This was contested by the A&f%&ﬁggr brothers and sister, who claimed
that a) no Iast Will had been drafted, B) that Arnold Alexander had been
stateless( all jews were declared stateless by Hitler in later years),

¢) that he was a resident of Belgium(ignoring the fact he lived 60 years in
Germany)d.) that the Belgian law of inheritance was to prevail, which
entitles widows and brothers to equal shares, On mothers behalf this was
fought in Court, but lost in favor of the Alexanders. Needless to add, that
all Alexanders had managed to leave before the war, that Fritz Alexander

had been released from Concentration Camp at one point by a sizable cash
bribe submitted by our parents. - Wuber > olqu_aftubzawa&< Vo a AR
}@ fﬁ Also, no adption procedures have &ver been persued, so tha-

we tna are ant in Tine fAar inhpri*!-gnnp[



In conclusion let me add, no righer priece is there than to lose a life,
I am convinced,that the imtentioms were beyond reproach, that himdsight

easy, foresight often a thing of good fortune, Mistakes we a1} will mak
God has his plans for all of us,we have been fortumate in spite of many
hurdles, May goodness prevail im all our hearts ,and those of our childr

Golle —



The way I remember my grandparents home and the tmles
of years long mst.

When we visited our grandmrents IFr. 2nd Mrs Moritr Pintus of 23
lagerhausstrasse in Aechen, we had arrived at the Central Failroed
Station ( Heuptbehnhof) Aachen after a two hour railroed trip from

our hometown Duessellorf, Invaricbly ons of our uncles or Crandfather
himsz21lf ware awaiting us and staniing cn the platform awaiting the trains
arriwal., It wes always 2 Joyocus ocrasion for us and we were greeted and
humecr=a z¢ 1if ine hamards of 2n ocesns crossing had besn overconme,

1 the Tormelities possed, we crossed the cobble-
igh%tly to the left we came to Iacermusstrasse
23, our grandparents home., The 3treet was parallel to the Railroad, the
first streset in sight. The house was a large 1211 four storied house
attached to the ne

wide enough to all

ing houses. It kad 2 large arched entrance ,
fad
L

or hmrses and wagons or carriages to pass
through. There was a large door to close the entrance if so desired.

In the back of the entrance hall wass the dog house,
Just iy fromt of the next dcor, which led to the ccurtyzrd.The dog
wag there to watch and barked exuberantly greeting the out of towners.
I believe her nome wes Sente, and children were not permitte to get
clese to ner, She Tollowed Srandfether like a pet when he was riding
on horsevack, or followed Grandmother on her shovping trip into town.
At one time , I was told, she accompanied Grandmother to the butehers,
and somehow lixed his wares exceedingly well, helping hers2lf to a long
row of small sausages , suspended for display for the customers, Grand-
mother in utter embarassment oproceeded to reimburse the horrified
merchant for the unexpected midumorning repast. This of ccurse, weg this
éogs last occasion to accompany anyon¢ to the butcher shop!l-~
At other times, Senta was a very welltrained dog and heppily trailed off
to run errents for Grandmother, carrying the shopping basket inhis mouth,
which contained a not2 and cash for th baker , perhaps for a fresh loaf
of brgad. There never was a single complaint about that.-

Getting back to our visit, after crossing the entrance
gate we turned left , entered a door, and climbed a2 steep flight of
stairs leading to our grandparents living quarters,

Arriving on the landing on the left was the door to

the kitchen., Immaculately scrubbed and smelling of all the good things

ted to children on rare occasions only

5 ermit
being oprepared. intrance was per



for fear we might disturb the cook.

Facing us on the same landing was another door, leading to
the "gute Stube" or prlor and formal dining room, to be entered only
for formal occasions, like High Holy Days, weddingr or recevptinng,
Then, on the right was the lovely family living rocm. It contained a
Delft-tiled stove, acomfortable tmble with clzirs, Frandémothers Wand-
schrank,- a built into the well cabinet, whieh 2lwvays had a handy supply
of Feag'scne Bopjes 2nd petit beurre ccokies, Oppcsite this cabinet was
a sitting corner by the t231 windews and the Pranch door leading outdoors
There was z comfortable gy crair for Crondfather and nemt to 1t another
highbaclred upholstered chzir for Grandnothe Both Chairs »nd finse lace

e “ - s 13
covers et the chaire becks and arne. Eeuwcen the

O

c rzirs wes a2low smll
table for the telephone. Ir lzter years I 1m@ often to think of this
e
.

phone , when people in the USA to0ld me of their iatest inventions, laving
a telepnonre with heouse extensions., I watchaed in Oy yourgest yiars, i.e,
the early twenties of thig century,in fascination when Crandmother uazed

v

the haniy little crank , turned it and wes =ble o speaxk to Urandfather
downstairs in his office and tell him thet it was time & have his lunch

There also was azpianc in this rocm, but not used often, since
the children had grown azad le7%.-

the appearance of our Grandmother was invariably of perfect
grooming. 3he was a glender 21l lady with kind and soft featurzs, The
color of her hair was light brown, the skin of her face wis smooth and

without wriniles, Adwriring her, she adviscd me re to use sozp anil weiter

o

var
on the face, but alweys 2 specdal almond-paste.For the hair the special
tht

H}
H

tar-socap importad om sngland, - Her mostly light hrownish silk Aremses

featured the high collars, the then fashionable stand-up collars with

o

lace edging.- Grmndmether was sofispoken, but ruled nome, children and
kitchen with irrevoenble expertise,- Business and rersonnel in and out-
of doors was Grandfz thers preserve,

Going upstairs to the bedroom lsvel, there was the master-
bedroom to the right, s large bathroonm adjoyming with two large wesh-
basins with hot and cold running water topped with lovely marbletops.
the bedrooms facing the landing h=d belonged to thz former residents, i,e,
the seven Pintus children , all grown , and on their own., These roome
served as guestrooms now, and when I visited, I usually was assigned
the room facing front &3 the street and the railroad, Teo this day
the sound of a passig; train,rwﬁach I also hear at my present home here
in Teaneck gives me a very i homey znd secure feeling, bringing back
memories of a very sheltered time,



. Other sounds in this bedroom were the clacking hoofs of the horses, going
cling~clang, when coming from the courtyard through the gate into the
street, There were the wagons transporting meérchandiee like bales of
woolens for menswear yardgoods that had to be shipped by rail al] over
the country, or later on ready made trousers or Jackets to be sent to the
merchants who had ordered them. There also was the sound of Grandfa thers
riding horses, which he took out early in the morning, when ridindg horse
back through the forest, at timesg into the neighboring Belgium in the west

Above the bedroom level was the fourth floor containing
rooms for the cook and other household help, and also & sizable attic area
for storage of odds ang ends,

Going back to the living room we faced the lovely frenech
door at its far end, Stepping out there, you fount yourself on the first
level of a charming roof garden, The total ares was approximtely 30'x40!
The ground was coveregd with white ek pebblestones, the walls to the right
and left and the topx consisted of wooden lattice work and trellises whieh
were covered with seasonal climbers , To the left was the "laube", i,e, an
o0pen veranda with a solid govered roof , to be uged for family meals out-
doors. It contained a large table with chairs, meant to gerve the o#iginal
household consisting of nine or more peaple, I had mang a meal with my
Grandmrents there, -

Along the wall opposite the living room were planted
several small espalier fruit trees. I recall, that it was uncle irich,
the youngest sibling, who introduced me to the exnert art 0 grafting
one specie upon another., He displayed a fine grafting knife grafted one
cutting of apnles upon the brznch of another, Then did the same for a
rose bush, grafting a 7ellow tearose upon a white bush., Wtth utter fascina-
tion drogress was wateched from visit to visit, my last one, when I wag
13 Or 14 years 0ld.- ’

From the lower roofgarden a white minted staircase leqd
to the upper roof garden which extended from abot 40' to a length of
70' or more, covering the area of Grandfathers warehouse mnderneath,

There were about 4 gabled skylights, appearing like hothouse windows,

Along these very long windows concord grapes were grown. On rare occasions,
when our visit occurred with karvesting time, we were allowed to sempla
the grapes. To this day their strong and mrticular flavor will always
stay with me, a flavor I sometimes can compare with Concord grapes I have

. At the far end of the upper roofgarden are
occasion to come across ., + pp g
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Grandfathers beehives., Only on one occasion was I allowed to accompany
Grandfather there, Having to promise to stay well back out of harms

way. isxpressing concern about his safety, I was assured that Grandfathers
trusty pipesmoke would afford full protection, It was avaluable lesson
in beekeeping,-

Being in Aachen during sfaster vacation Grandmother proudly
showed me her early radishes, parsley and carrots in the planters on the
upper roofgarden., As a special treat I wes allowed to pull the largedt
carrot found, wash it under the garden faucet and sample it right there
-nd then., It tasted better indeed then any carrot ever tasted!

On the roof one clearly heard the bells of the Aachener Dom,
i.e. the cathedral where Karl-der-Grosse, Carolus Magnus or @harlemagne
was crowned in the year RORQK®R 800 A@. Advancing in my knowledge of His-
tory as I advanced in Scheool , this sound of the bells left marked im-
pressions of old and older things , of greatness long past and gone,..

After a busy morning and an obligatory afternoon rest, so as
not to disturb Grandmothers nap time, it was time to dress and accompany
Grandmother on a carriage ride to the forest, Jakob, (also known as
"der alte Jakob" who servd Grandfather for innumerable years)- wearig his
high hat, was the coachman, sitting on the drivers bench high up in front
Grandmother with hat and veil and gloves and I were seated in the coach s
seats, a wrm plaig carriage blanket coveing our legs.Grandfather more
often than not bade us farewell at the gate and as always a goodnaturegd
smile covered his face,-

We travelled through a few streets of the town}y but then
straight out to the beautiful quiet spring, summer or autumn woods, to
a little Inn deep in the forest, for refreshment for all. Thex horses
had to be watered, the coachman needed some repast as well, and Grand-
mother nad her cup of coffee, whilst I was treated to a cup of hot choco-
late. -1t was on theses occasions, that there was time for reminiscing.
One story I was told related to Grandmothers very early years. She eecalled
an early summer morning when she and her girlfriend walked +to school and
and spotted some luscious ripe cherries right within their reach ., Both
she and her friend reached for them and picked a few, only to hear the farm~
holler at them, setting them on the fasted run they could muster, but reach
ifg School just in time and safety.- It was supposed to inspire some
wisdom from lessons learned a hard way.-

At another time, Grandmother told me of early years of

motherhood in Aachen, a tige, when Grandfather was building up his business



of fine woollens wholesele, His orders came in so rapidly, thet he had his
troubles geiting all shipments to the railroad station in time. In order
to be a helpmate, Grandmother offered to use her baby carriage , filled it
Qith as many packages as it would hold , and pushed it over to the station,
These humble beginnings soon found their reward, so that by now there

were wagons and horses with Hubert presiding, and riding and carriage horse
with Jakob in charge,=-

Shortly after the turn of the Century, Grandfather one day
asked Grandmother;" have you ever seen a millionaire?" When she answerei
"no, never" He promptly replied "here stands one in front of you¥-

With all going well, Gur grandparents never forgot those
less fortunate, When winter and the Holdays came, it was Grandfathers
consistent habit to remember zll employeces with generous gifts and bonuses,
Out of town peaople travelling from the Zast andf fleeing progroms found
shelter food and help in his house on their journey west, -

At one time, Grandmother was talking to the shoemaker
when picking up shoes for repair. She told him, that her youngest son Zrich
wag gomng to travel with her to Vienna to consult a famous Orhopedic Surgeon
who was able to correct childrens fee¥ affected with clubfest, The shoemzaker
told her how fortunmate she was, because he and his wife mxs were not able to
afford a costly journey and procedure of this sort, but wished their young
boy could be helped also. Grandmother replied,that she was going to speak to
her husband abut it. Shortly thereafter both little boys travelled with
Grandmother to Vienna and both little fellows returned withperfectly correcte

cet, able to lead normel lives., As for uncle 3rich yhe attained a 1life
to his seventies never to zgive any erpearance of troublesome feet., Doubtless
2 trip well taken,doubtless a father a2nd mcother deevly caring.-

in my preteens we often spoke about books. Grandmother
introduced me to the story of "heidi, by Johanna Spiry", We also spoke about
every li<tle girls favorite books '"mesthaekchen by Else Ury" Grandm&ther
told me that sSlse Ury was a cousin of hers. Fepea ting this to my mother, I
/s unable to obtain any information., For one Reason or another, there was no

sontact with this author.No reasons given,-
Granmother was an ardent rsader., She rmrticularly liked

Ibsen, and liked to read his books in his own langwage, i.e, danish, I later
Llearned that at the time of her death an Ibsen work and a Tanish Dictionnary
vere found on her nighttable,



%%}C@tgwy%"%v ine wifhouse were mrandiz ther's grounds. Facing the
Street was the office, typewriters and bookkezeping devartment, Steppins
towards the rear, there was the warchouse containing balas and bales
of the fine woollens stored for mens suits, coats an'! trousers,

1t wes during the time of the first World war that frand-
father had made one of his numerous wis: decisions, As aunt Harthe told
me more than fifty years later, there was a meeting of colleagues of
Grandfathers in Aachen , a2 city famous for its fine woollens. The comsensus
arrived at was to minimize volume of stock of merchandize as rapidly as
possible, It was Grandfather who spoke up saying, that in his ofinion
the opposite was the better way. It was much debata2d, and each of the
wnole sale dealers handled it his own way subsequently. Years later
may of the cooleagues admitted how mistaken their judgement had been ,
that in times of war a plentiful resource of merchandise is invaluable.

The after-war period with the dreadful inflation and devalua-
tion proved most treacherous for any one 1n business. Grandfather had
acquired large factories for spinning and weaving of woollen material,
I accompenied him once to the factories and learned about the loom , the
the shuttle and the spool.- At the same time ranufacturing ready made
trousers and other mens wear items was furthere at the Iagerhausstrasse,
Uncle Welter, based in Berlin, was the travelling salz2sman for the
merchandise. Unle Richard and uncle Felix handled the Production inhachen
which in general wes directed by Grandfather .

£11 grandchilren were provided with generous anounts of
yardgocds for skirts for the girls and trcusers for the boys. 41lso m teria
for coats for School or Sunday's best was seen to.-

At one time uncle Dago the eldest handled the factory, but

rd

then left with his family for FMentreal-Canada, only toreturn sevexal years

1z ter to eurcpe and eventually to a most tragic fate.-

Durirg the twenties, when Franz Josef was in his pretecens
visits with his Grandfather were of special importancs., Having lost his
father 2t age seven, he was specially grateful for his Grandfathers gui-
dance. Pranz Josef was most a2dapt a2t horseback riding and Grandfather took
great pieasyre at instructing him. Faving an inborn love for nature and
animls, Franz Josef was exceptionzlly good at handling and grooming horses
It did not take long, when he was able to accompany his Grandfatner on his

arly morning rides on horseback through the woodw and over the border.
sver so often they retun=d with Belgian chocolate, bars of cote d'or,

cocoz and .:nglish or Belglan soap.- Franzm Josef mde friends with the



carctekers of the yard and stabless and learned all he could about the
saddles and horses, their feading and exercising. 1t came to good stead
to him, when having

()

migrated to Brazil he had to live for many years
on horseback with the gauchos in the southern tundra,- Frangz Josgef
retained a lifelong deep devotion to his Grandfather,

There wvas a2 minmal obsarvance of religious customs , but
Eigh Holy Days , passover and Chanukkah wers 21lways observed, When Franz J
josef was eight years old hz attended the Seder with his Grandparents,
He was introduced to Grandfathers fine wine cellarand proved an apt
apprentice in the selection of good wines.Grandfather selected the best
for festive occasions.

Grendfather spoke often of his country estate in Cmielno
, which wasrented cut to his late brothers relatives, wver so often
fresh carp orbrabs arrived in Aachen for their use., These foods were alwys
enjoyed with special appreciation. The daily tableware was the Meissen
white and blue onion pattern, the silver of a shell patiern. Of the latter
eight fish gorks and knives lave come to me via uncls Walters estate.
There was always a great sense of propristy,beauty of lifels social
graces were imbued in all sivlings, by Grendmother, This vas m¥ched by
industriousness, an iron will to suceceed in life, tomintain 2 gcod crarac-
straightness of action;tob better his economc status from middle to

upper middle class ty Grendfather.-

Grondfather red an uncanny s2ense of character in others.
As an example I would like tc cite his dedication to my mother in her
prayer book.Amongsi other things he encourages her to maintain her
cheerfuiness alwavs, This foresignt was rerticularly candid,when
the meny tragic events of her life made a cheery outlook so difficult.

Also scanning his last will, it is obvious that he saw
through the halfheartedness of the provisions made for the three Hirsch-
iand children at the time of my mothers rerarriage, How very true it all
proved n not very long after Grandfather had made out his Will.

-



In:ithe following I shall relate tales I was told whichk report incidents
before my time. Since this writer was born anno 1917 all things préor
~to this date are"hear- say". or told to me by others,

The tales of the Twenties or thirties are , of course,
firgt hand reports. I shall proceed chronologically and put the approxi-
m te date to the occurrances,
1899; our mother, i.e. your Tante Zrma returned from School as a smll
child bitterly crying. Her second grade teacher 8tern Fraeulein Hundertme-k
hd reprimended her for talking mn class. As punishment she was tc write
" T am not to talk in class without permission",. a hundreg times!=-
This was more than Grandmother would ever stand for as a punishment, She
therefore went to see Frl, Hundertmark and had the repetitions drastically
reduced, -~ ( my early impression of this remained with me throughout life:
1) teachers are not infallible,-2) a mcther is her child's guardien -
2) more power to our courageous Grandmother)-~--
1900-1901 Carnival in AAchen: there was acustom,thtt girls were wearing
capes with hoods and masks, have the privilege of "ladies choice" , whilst
the boys were wearing regular outfits, no masks, On this particular day
all Pintus children were out tc town, to return at a set hour. Yother,
i.e. Tante srna walked along too, when suddenly she spotte her brogher
Walter, all by himself, She gently approached him and encountered him

"t
with her best imitation of the most common low German: Aachensr Platt.

Yes, he was pretty much bored, yes he was only toeg glad to spend the
afternoon with her, They happily meandered along the Street, when they
stopped in front of the towns very best "patissery" or Bake-Shop".

No, the lady did not object to enter, and in no time they faced the most
delicious wares, Upon his question what she would like, the hooded lady
raised her forefinger piercedand speared her choice, a small cake which
can be compared with our Boston Cream Pie confection, held it up and
asked in her most low-clasgs demeanor;"and how much is this?"%- Uncle
wWalter d4id not lose a beat and promptly joined with the same and covered
all expenses, They happily sat down at the pretty marble tables of the
Konditdarey and had the best chats ever, But curiosity got the best of
uhcle Walter, he asked and asked to have his lady reveal her face, He was
put off at length, but when time came for the Pintus clan to return home
he finally was rewarded, and to his eternsl dismay... here was no one
but his very own sister.... ( told to me repeatedly over the years amidst
the happiest giggles....)

)



120121302 The Pintus house wes getting large and larger , with seven

children to raise, the older boys in their adolescent growing stages,

. Hertha and srich trailing behind, Grandmother had help with a well selected
Governess. Not only did the youngsters play charade games, in which one
question arose: "hinkt 'se, Stinkt se??  supposed to characterize said
Governess- ( This evoked twenty years or more later hysterics in all

who told me,=- mother or Tante Henna),. but to top this off shortly
thereater a more serious incident oscurred. Leading the way upstairs to
wvard the bedrooms, when it was bedtime,- one of the older boys carried

the 1ight on the sbaircase, a kerosene lamp, Following =single file were the
other children, with nanny in the rear, in argument arose, and in reply

a burning kerosene lamp flew tomerd the Governess.- All sense of humor
failed our grandparents in this event., And very shortly after, the three
oldest boys, Dego- Richari® Welter were reporting with their packed suit-
cases for a trip to Seesen in Thuringia  to xmpexxtx enlist at a boys
Boarding School so that their academic and behavioral problems could be
effectivey channelled.( judging by their very successful careers in later
years, the grandparents judgement hed been a sound one)

#307-1908 Years filled with pianc and voice lessons cccupied the Pintus
girls., Our mother was particulariy known to be able to carry a tune and
soon found& herself elected to Aachen's a-capella choir, an occumtion she
truly cherished, When at one time mxx a Charity Ball requested a solo
performer our mother was asxed. Granmother saw to it, that a lovely long
silk gown, mother selected a dusty rose color with a dainty white fadoral
rettern, was mde for her. It was twenity or twenty five ¥ears later when

I spotted this dress in mothers wardrobe, a dress she was to cherish for
a lifetime, When getting ready to perform stagefright overcame her, facing
the filled Pellroom of the Aachener Kurhaus.Fer sponsor came up to her
saying never fear, Just think of them as a whole lot of "Rappes Koeppe",
i.e., heads of cacbage. The perflormance proceeded to perf2ction. * (1t

wa g about 50 years later, when mother visited me in Teanack, that a gentle-
man friend from Aachen who had settled in this town phoned to Emmmxedd
compliment her once more on her performancd and lovely appearance )

1302-13109 Like annt Hanna before her, mother wes enrolled with Pensionnat

Levy in lausanne Switzerland., This was to BSTfect her knowledge of the
french language, her social graces, her handling of personnel and +he

perfection of culirary skills.- Izusanne was aheppy year , I understand ,
for all who attanded there. Many lifelong friendships were formed, parti-



cularly by aunt Hertha, who eventually married the brother of one of her
classmates in hersecond marriage,-

13120 1214 pother was visiting one of Grandmothers very fussyv cousins,

who lived in avery elegant home &n Duesseldorf's Inselstrasse, The reason
being, that there was a more than casual interest in a certain most elegibl
bachelor, namely ougagg%ﬁer. After having escorted mother to a concert one
evening our father dutifully brought her back to her hostess' house., =-
All was quiet and peaceful, when at about $m* 3 o'clock at night the
doorbell rang, There was a telegram for mother, ( at that time telegrams
were delivered day or night, 24 hours around the clock) iIveryone , of
course awoke, anxious to hear the news., The message read:" umable %o
sleep~-~ please wire whether you can sleep..." ( no, I never met szid
aunt, or then, I do not recall..."although for 12 years of my life we
lived in walking distance ...." )

Things that happened during my time.....

1923224 14 waspost World War 1 time, the Rheinland was occuvied by

French and Belgian troops. It was summer and aunt Hertha and Hans znd

my mother with the thrse of us were to spend a2 vacation atPzad Timmendorf

at the Baltin Sea, All went as scheduled, only that one after the other

came down with the chickenpox grounding mother or our governess in turn., 7
When time came to returm home, we stopped shortly in Hamburg then to proceeé
to Soest or Duesselderf respectively, After many lond train hours our

train was stopped in Vohwinkel, near 2lberfeld-Parmen. Nightfall was near.
the three of us restless, Then we faced reality, the platform was filled
with french troops, with bayonets drawn, no cne was to leave the train,
passengers were to stay for the night., Mother would not take"no" for an
answer, carried her youngest Werner on her arms, descended from the train.
Pregsenting herself in her most elegant travel outfit and her perfect Fxz
french to the next available officer, she explained her dilemma, and
impressed on the young man , that she just had to reach Duesseldorf that
very night. ~ Permission granted-- we were ushered to a special frenhkh
officers train , and reached Duesseldorf in no time at 211! ( so much

for the power of a woman...)

1929 We had lost our father due to illness in 1923%. Gandfather wes con-

sulted by mother in all questicns of importance, and so it was in this
instance,--- Our brother Werner at age 10 hed to mss an entrance exam
to High School, acustom still persisting in Germany to this day. Werner's
choice was the Hindenburg Gymrmasium, the one with the hightst academic



standard in town.lo and behold, Werner mssed, mother's jov knew no
end. In order to demonstrate her appreciation, she gave him 50 Pfennig,
i.e. about 50 cents purchasing value. But to make it specizl, he was
allowed to spend it any way he liked. Assured of that, Wérner proceeded
to the towns open Market and bought a tiny little chicken., The seller
impress&{upon him the responsibility he was taking on, that the chick
kzd be kept warm,fedwith care, and in gene#ral to be shown TILC,..
tender loving care, Well , Werner and chicken arrived home, to
mother's great puzzlement. His older brother an ardent and skilled
animal lover, reptiles , birds, dogs, cats, ( he ever so ofien saved
cats at the Rhein when people tried to drown them)..Zoo animals, ( ones
we had a young lion in the house entrusted to Franz Josef by his friends
father the Director of the local Zooc. This one had to be bottle fed,
several times a day, was returned after mothers skilled intervention
with the father of his friend).. and other creatures,~Ffranz Josgsef was
an enthusiastic teammate, in order to raise the s2id chicken,
A1l was good and well, hard boiled egg yolké were carefully fed, fresh
heads of the best letiuce gradually introduced into the diet. The
little chicken shared his bed for warmth. But then School started,
Werner fearing for undue changes of temperature, carried ihe little
guy under his fine woollen schoadl sweater to the Hindenburg Gymnasium
It did not take too long, that his teacher noticed something creeping
or crawlipg under this students sweater, Calling Werner to the black-
board(the undue under sweater mobility'could no longer be hidden, asked
to present the object of s2id activity, his teacher declared, that
chickens were nc% admtted in his classroom, and ordered him to transe-
port it home without delay. Also, should a repetition occur, his
mother hed to come for a conference, Well, a repetidion did occur
not very long after, ond mother had to mee%‘tﬁe enraged teacher.
Hother wes terribly upset, proceeded to mave a nosebleed, upsetting
the taacheﬁwho did 21l he could to be a genteman, but not without
telling her, that a third time of disobedience by her offspring
would mean his eviction from school. --To make a long story short,
a third time occurred not very long thereafter, So it was, that
Werner and chicken had 4o part with the Hindenburg Gymnasium,——=-
Werner wos enrolled in another School, chicken hagd
survived a precarious infancy » &alned in stature, weight aznd size,
No longer fit for peoples surreundings, it was delegated to our fenced
in backyari. The boys continued to visit and talk to 1t daily. It was
not long thereafter, that another "either-or" was presented to



mother. This time it was the gardencr, Hewas totally fed up with seeing
the lawn and all his carefully tended pLaﬂé go down a chickens hatch,

it was elther the chicken or him,....Well mother could nast afford to

los2 her trusty gerdener, Sooo a conference was had with mother and

her two sons., No solution could be arrived at, until a long distance
phone call was made to Aachen, Grandfather, who had both chickens and
ducks in his courtyard camé through with the prompt answer: ship the
chicken to fachen, It was obvious to mother , that this was the only
vicble solution, but not without concern to both ny brothers. Xnowing
the facts of a chikens life, they drafted a contract to be signed prior
to shipmenv by our Grandfzther. One of the clauses read, thet this
chicken was to die 3 naturel dsath, when the time came, Alsc allr eggs,
if any, were to be sent to our hoame, Szid contract signed , seaked and
delivered reiurn=d to the boys in no time at all. A crmte was built, =%
allowing sufficient penetration of air angd light, chiken was banded for
identification, carried to the freight station and off to Aachen it went
Safe arrival was confirmed over Bell's wires a few hours later,-

A% our next visit to Aachen both boys entered the curtyzrd to visit
chicken 1ittle even befors a courteous family regﬁydg%d%?gg, I recall

a dozen fresh eggs did arrive from Aachen not very long after this visit
1931 Mother =&d remarriéd, necessitating our mo¥xing to 3Issen,

-

This story to which I can attest, concerns uncle Walter. Uncle Wlter

visited us frequently, verticularly,becausc he cherished mothers excellent

cookink. Oa this occasioqhncle Walter came down with a rmther severe

czge of the flu and wa s very ill, Mother ren her feet off caring for him

I was to vacate my room and boarded out with my Stepfathers mother, vho
1ived neaxr by, so ithaet uncle Walter could sjmy in my bedroom, All went
well, and uncle Walter enjoyed the offerings and gifts from his wvarious
concerned fire friends, Beiing a travelling salesman for the Pintus Co.
he enjoyed th2 good with the bad, and * - as the sdilors say~ hed a
girl in evry port. This was of course not anyones concern, excepy

when the vorious ladies inundated our address with gifts and bouquets
of floral offerings to said patient. The climx came, when one of his
followers phoned asking about his health. Mother politely geve her the
informetion desired and added, thet her bouquet of lilscs wes just
lovely., A pause of silence followed, then the lady replied:" I dijnot
ss8néd lilacs, but a bouquet of vellow roses...Well, uncle Valter nearly
fell out of bed, I recall, that he commenced to tecuperate rapidly
thereafter,——-



1932 The next one taking 111 with the flu when visiting was aunt
Hanna, also known irreverently as "Princess on the Pea', Her illness
made her sensitive to the firmness of the bedSs mattress, so that
additional padding was needed to comply with her needs. My mother a
most loyal sister, who never,but never, spoke ill of anyone, was
overheard in exasperation,after this mtient's Tecovery and departure,
saying .." even the bedpan I had to warmup for her,,".,

1931_ on one of my visits with the grandparents, I met with aunt Gertrud
Confidentially she confided s that 1% year 0ld 1ittle Doris invariably
cried when her mother wanted to present her at her best to our good
Grandmother, Looking back it seems no wonder that the very exuberant
barking of Senta's,(see raege #1), might have been enough to startle

a tiny toddler that sigze, So, you see ,it all depends how you look

at things.....

1231 after Grandmothers mssing, an envelope addressed to Grandfa ther

wa2s found in the "wandschrehk. It contained the exact cash balance
Grandfather had been given by his father-in-law at the time of their
marriage. This money lad never been touched,not 2 penny tken,-

I believe these and other samples of our grandmrents way of life
illustrate and reflect their way of thinking, their beliefs and ethics
of evreydays life. May our children and childrens children encounter
the same love and kindness, which has been so ample with our
grandrarents and parents,-

tolle . (Gnfey
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