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KABDARA

1. In 1913 the Turkish Government,through the channel of the "Ceneral
Council® of Beyrouth{Mejlis Villayet Oumouni)had accepted to sell to
our Association,on condition thut we should rcclefm them,the total
area of the Kabbaralands and swamps and the Athlit lands and swampse
We were to undertake to carry out on our ovn account all drainage and
reclamation work and pay the Government £T.1 per deunom,against which
payment t ¢ Turkish CGoverncent was to 1ssue us title deeds for this
land, .

In connection with this understanding,an agreement was sigmed in
1913 between both rarties and sent in 1914 to Constantinople to be
approved by the Sultan{Rechadl.

The declaration of war stopped the execution of this agreement

and its confirmation by Constantinople,

e Tmmediately after the British occupation of Palestine we submit-
ted our old agreement to the new gevernmant and uaske!l that it should
be put into force. We were informed that,following an existlng Ordin-
ance, the Government was no longer ready to sell those lands but was
prepared to grant us a lease over a long nurber of TEears,

After huving discussed the conditions Q% this lease during more

than a vear,an acrecment was signed between the Government and our

Association on the 8th.November 1921{copy cnclosed).

Be At the moment these lands were to be delivered to us and we were
to start drainage work,some claims were ralised through Mr.Wadi Boustani

A)At Kabbara. a)by a sroup of Arsbs who cultivated an area of

~ .
:}’g/@;g?ﬁé’?
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300 dms.off tillable land included in the general area of Kabbara b)by
some of these Arabs who had plantel & few trees on some small plots
of & to & dmsgeach,extending over a total area of 60 dms clby a group
of Ghawarneh Bedouins who were camping in the swamps with their buff-
aloes.

BJAL Athlit by the heirs of Abdullah and Moussa Sasde who had
s0ld all thelr landes in that locality but who claimed certain richts ow

ver Government land,

e Enguiries were made by the Govermment to verify thes§ claims,
They were carried out in such a way that the Government was misled by
exaggerated and insceurate informatlion as to the number of people who
werc affected by this Concession,the importance of the resulting dam-
aze for them,the nusber of buffaloes which used to graze in these
svamps etee Finally the Government recognised that the claims relating
to Af{aj)and (b) were justified and deai&ed that the land they élaimad
to cultivate or to have planted should be left in thelr hands «- the
first {a) in the form of & lease on the same conditions as ours and
the sccond (b) in the form of title deeds. Regarding claim c¢) an area
of 2500 dns.of swanmpy lhnd was to be reserved to the Ghawarneh Bed-

owins who could be thus gilven the possiblility ofgéontinueing tO graze

thelr buffaloes and live in the swamps.

-

De Secing that our drainape schewe had to be execute! inm full in
order to ensure the préper reclamation of this sres and to free the
loaaliﬁy‘frsm tre malaria which infested all ﬁeighbouring villages
and colonies,we came to an asreement with the Ghawarneh Bedoulns,with

the approval of the Government,and we exchanged the swampy Jand which



e 5 =
was Lo be loft in th@iP hands against an equivalent arsa of cultivable
and pasture land which we owned in the vieinity of this concession
area(Tantura and Shamariyeh lands}. Title decds were given to each of
these Ghawarneh claimants for all the plots of land thus delivered to
them by us. We tock on our account all transfer fees and other expenses
involved in these transsctions and each of these Bedouins 1s cultivat-
ing since that time(1924)the lands which we remitted to them.
S, In addition to all this our Association gave these Bedouins
g compensation in money(£E.2000) in order to enable them to settle on
tne new lands given to them and it is interesting to note that
£)a certain number of these Arabs who used to live under &
tent in the middle 5f £} 41 1nfééted swamp now posacss stone dwellings on
a healthy site and cultivate with profit pgood arable land.
bja number of these Arab families whom the Government consid-

ered as being disturbed through the Concession being granted to us and

who recognised that they should be given land for thelr livelihood and
| pasture for thelr cattle,applied to us irmediately after this transact-
lon and proposed to us that we should purchage thoge very landas which
Had been transferred to them by us. Following our refusal to enter into
such negotiations th ey applied to certain persons<in Haifa who pur-

chased part of this land;

“ Wnat 18 to be pointed out is that all these agreements were

L0y

Peéched without any single case being raised and that our Association

hore the entire cost of the compensation afforded to the Kabbara

Arabs both in land and money. The Falestine Government did mot contribe-

ute in any way whatsoever to these expenses.
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7. Our Aaagﬁiati@ntaGC@pt&d 611 the above conditions,agreed to caryry
out a great reclamation work,to proceed with the uprooting of thousand.
of tamarisks and bushes,to dig more than 30 kilomotres of drainage can.
els,to execute a very costly irrigetion scheme and to invest. iﬂ this
enterprise what no privete company in the world could dff@r@;tc 88 swne
=m==0Ver £P.20 per doumom({Kabbars swampse alone extend over 6@0@ dou=-
noms }for the sole purposc of freeing the locality from mai@yia!and ime
proving saniftary conditions for the nelghbourling farmers and villacers
{both Jews and .irabs). E

Besldes a number of these Chawarneh Arabs have been employed and

sre stlll emploved to-day on the drailnage work which we have carﬁied

cut and which are resnlly worth a visit,
¥y

Be The claims regarding Athlit (see B) uere not recognised by the
ﬁgvepﬁm@ni but it was decid@d that & small compensation{£P.200)was to
be ivsﬂ ﬁa hime This was borne in equal proportion by the Government

snd our Assoeiat

the Governmont

W o w5 RN TP Oh 9P W am

CAFESAREA .

YWhile we were dealing with the Covernment fop the above concess
lon we were brought to ask for the 4ineclusion of @h%yﬁﬁnCQSSiOn area of
the the Caesaros shifting sand-dunes for the purpose of afforestation,
The wovement of these dunes being s renace both to the Patestine Ruil-
ways and our nelighbouring property.

Yle hed already signed the agreement for this land but after
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wahitants en the Kebbare Landa.

Hoe of
The Kabbara Arabs consist of eight families, comprising
§8 personse
\t\
Soope of Aret. \\

fhe srea of the lands s 1438 dunams, ,

Terms of the Agrecment of the Governmente

7 Under Ariicle 9 of the Agresment, the lessee should undere
take snd exeouts, whether by vay of conatruction or etherwise, all such
works ms shall be reas nebly pecessery for the proper dreinage and irrie
petion of the gtate lend in sccordance with itas due use and sultivation

in accordsnce with the terms of this Agreemente

On the strength of this Agreement the ICA ocommenced to drain
the marshes, and in this sonnection earried out & great deal of work.
Part of the drainage scheme consistcd of the plmn%iiﬁm of trees on the
EWERID So The majerity of the trees wers ugr@amé i< February 20th, 1827
by Arabs instigated by Wadi el Boustani.
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